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Curriculum Vitae   

J. David Markham, M.A., M.Ed., FINS 
INS Executive Vice President 
and Editor-in-Chief 
President, Napoleonic Alliance 
1841 52nd Way SE,  
Olympia, Washington  
98501-8000 USA  
Tel:  (360) 786-1805   
Fax:  (360) 236-1821   
Email: imperialglory@comcast.net 

J. David Markham is an internationally acclaimed 
historian and Napoleonic scholar. For over twenty years 
he has written and lectured about Napoleon and other 
historical topics. In addition to Napoleonic history, his 
interests include Alexander the Great, Julius Caesar and 
other topics of Ancient Rome, and the French 
Revolution. He and his wife, Barbara, live in Olympia, 
Washington, USA, and enjoy travel, walking, opera and 
other music and reading. David has taught history and 
other subjects at the university, college and high school 
levels, and has received numerous teaching awards and 
recognitions. Since 1996 he has served as INS Executive 
Vice-President and Editor-in-Chief. In that capacity, 

David has produced a series of International Napoleonic Congresses in Europe, the Middle East 
and Asia. Since 2004 he has been President of the Napoleonic Alliance. A collector of some note, 
he has one of the world’s finest private collections of Napoleonic snuffboxes. 

EDUCATION 
      
DEGREES  

Arizona State University: Master of Education with specialties in European history, geography 
and English 

University of Northern Iowa: Master of Arts 

University of Iowa: Bachelor of Science 

ADDITIONAL GRADUATE STUDIES  

Florida State University, the Institute for Napoleon and the French Revolution 

Oxford University, Exeter College (UK 

University of Wisconsin–Madison, Center for the Study of Public Policy and Administration 

 
J. David Markham  
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Southern Illinois University 

MAJOR HONORS  

• Phi Alpha Theta, International Honor Society in History  
• Alpha Kappa Delta, International Sociology Honor Society  
• Phi Kappa Phi, National Honor Society  
• Fellow, International Napoleonic Society  
• Legion of Merit, International Napoleonic Society, 1996  
• Marengo Medal (Province of Alessandria, Italy), 1997  
• President’s Medal, Napoleonic Alliance, 1998  
• Honorary Member, Institute on Napoleon and the French Revolution  
• Who’s Who in the World, 2000–present  
• Who’s Who in America, 2003-present  
• Who’s Who in American Education, 2004, 2005  
• Who’s Who Among America’s Teachers (2006, 2005, 2000, 1998, 1994) (5% honored 

once, less than 2% more than once)  
• Outstanding Social Studies Teacher of the Year for Lake Worth Community High School, 

1999, 1996, 1995.  
• National Teacher of the Year Nominee (2000), D.A.R, 1999  
• Medal of the City of Ajaccio (Capital of Corsica, France), 1997  
• Outstanding Teacher Scholarship to Oxford University, 1996  
• Outstanding Social Studies Teacher of the Year, School District of Palm Beach County, 

Florida, 1995  
• First French Alliance Special Service Award, Alliance Française of Greater Phoenix, 

1992  
• Medal of the Landtag [State Legislature] of Baden-Württenberg, Germany, 1987  
• Bronze Star and Army Commendation Medal, US Army (Viet Nam)  

 
LEGION OF MERIT 

International Napoleonic Society  
Obverse side  

Inverse side  

BOOKS 

To Destiny: Napoleon from Waterloo to St Helena (working title). (Pen and Sword, expected 
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winter, 2007) 

Napoleon for Dummies (Wiley, 2005) Translated into French (Napoléon Pour Les Nuls) and 
Dutch. 

Napoleon and Dr. Verling on St. Helena (Pen and Sword, 2005, winner of the International 
Napoleonic Society literary award) 

Betsy Balcombe’s Memoirs [Introduction]. (Ravenhall, 2005) 

Napoleon’s Road to Glory: Triumphs, Defeats and Immortality (Brassey’s, 2003, winner of 
Napoleonic Society of America literary award) 

Imperial Glory: The Bulletins of Napoleon’s Army, 1805–1814 (Greenhill Press, 2003, winner of 
International Napoleonic Society literary award) 

“The Early Years and First Commands” and “Abdication, Exile and Return” in Napoleon: The 
Final Verdict  (Arms and Armour, 1996) 

ENCYCLOPEDIAS and OTHER PUBLICATIONS 

Eleven topics in Encyclopedia of the Age of Imperialism (Greenwood, expected 2007) 

“Bonaparte, Napoleon” and 18 other topics, Encyclopedia of the French Revolutionary and 
Napoleonic Wars, ABC-CLIO, expected 2006. 

“Caesar, Augustus,” “Caesar, Julius,” and “Napoleon.” Berkshire Encyclopedia of World History, 
Berkshire Publishing Group, 2005. 

“Fort Blair,” Encyclopedia of the American Revolution: A Political, Social, and Military History, 
ABC-CLIO, 2005.  

“Bonaparte.” Encyclopedia of Leadership, Berkshire Publishing Group, 2004. 

“Napoleon.” Calliope: Exploring World History. (Peterborough, NH: April, 2004).  

Editor-in-Chief of Napoleonic Scholarship: The Journal of the International Napoleonic Society 

Napoleon Magazine (Contributing Editor, 1996–2001) 
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MARENGO MEDAL  

Alessandria, Italy 
Obverse side  

Inverse side  

INTERNATIONAL INS CONGRESSES PRODUCED  

Alessandria, Italy, 21–26 June 1998 

Tel Aviv, Israel, 4–10 July 1999  

Tbilisi, Republic of Georgia 12–18 June 2000 

Dinard, France, 9-16 July 2005  

Slupsk, Poland (planned for July, 2007) 

TELEVISION PROGRAMS  

History Channel International Global View (23December 2005) 

History Channel Conquerors segments on Napoleon (19June 2005) and Julius Caesar (June 26, 
2005). One of several featured scholars and the only scholar in the 12-segment series featured on 
two programs. Served as historical consultant for both shows. 

History Channel International Global View program on Napoleon (28April 2005). One of three 
scholars featured in the hour-long program. 

National Geographic Society television/DVD program on Alexander the Great (November, 2004). 
Served as historical consultant and provided images of Alexander, Napoleon, Julius Caesar and 
Augustus Caesar for use in the film. 

The History Channel six part series on Napoleon (UK, 2001), now available on DVD as 
Napoleon: The Myths, the Battles, the Legend. The only American scholar featured. The show is 
now routinely shown in the US on the History Channel. 

The Learning Channel program The Napoleon Murder Mystery. One of several scholars featured, 
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including INS President Ben Weider, on the one-hour program on the death of Napoleon that aired 
on 16August 1999. 

Discovery Channel program Breakout. One of two historians in a segment on a prisoner of war 
escape from Verdun during the Napoleonic period. The program aired 9 and 15February 1998. 

MUSEUM EXHIBITIONS 

Napoleon on the Nile: Soldiers, Artists, and the Rediscovery of Egypt. Dahesh Museum of Art, 
Manhattan, NY, 8 June – 31 December 2006. Four snuffboxes contributed to the exhibition. 

Napoleon the Great: Selections from the David Markham Collection (Phoenix Art Museum, 
11/1989–3/1990). 

Revolution in Print: France, 1789  (Phoenix Public Library, July–August, 1989).  A portion of 
The David Markham Collection displayed as part of the Bibliotèque Nationale de Paris traveling 
exhibition. 

MAJOR ARTICLES  

Review of The Emperor’s Last Victory: Napoleon and the Battle of Wagram 
by Gunther Rothenberg. (London, Weidenfeld and Nicholson, 2004), in 
Royal United Services Institute Journal, v. 149, no. 6, December, 2004, 86-
87. 

“Napoleon’s Image in Russian and Georgian Romantic Poetry.” Napoleonic 
Alliance Gazette, v. 2004 No. 1, 5–11. 

“Monuments at Eylau and Friedland.” First Empire, v. 75, March-April, 
2004, 4–7. 

“Napoleon in Russia: Questionable Judgment and Critical Errors.” Royal 
United Services Institute Journal, v. 148, no. 6, December 2003, 62–69. 

“Napoleon’s Russian Campaign Through His Bulletins.” Borodino and 
Napoleonic Wars: Battles, Battlefields, Memorials: International Scientific 
Conference, Borodino, September 9–11, 2002, Moscow, 2003, 189-199. Text 
in Russian with brief English summary. 

“Napoleon's Russian Campaign: A Legacy of Missed Opportunities and Fatal Errors.” Georgian 
Journal on Napoleonic History: International Magazine of the Napoleonic Society of Georgia 
[former Soviet Union].  Translations in Georgian [35–42] and English  [129–135] of the article 
listed below.  II: December, 2000. Paper delivered to the International Napoleonic Society 
Congress in Tbilisi, Republic of Georgia, 12–18 June, 2000. 

“Fundamental Misunderstanding, Disastrous Delays: Napoleon’s Mistakes in 1812.” Consortium 
on Revolutionary Europe: Selected Papers, 2000, 292-305. Paper presented in Huntsville, 
Alabama, March 3, 2000. 

PRESIDENT MEDAL 
Napoleon Alliance  
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“Napoleon's Fatal Errors in Russia: Blindness and Indecision.”  Proceedings of the Borodino 
Conference The Patriotic War of 1812:  Sources, Monuments, Problems.  The Eighth All–Russian 
Scientific Conference, September 6–7, 1999, 145-160. Translated into Russian by Olga V. 
Gorbunova. (Moscow, 2000) Markham was the first American scholar to participate in this 
program, sponsored by the Ministry of Culture of the Russian Federation at the Governmental 
Military Historical Borodino Museum–Preserve. 

“Napoleon in the Holy Land: Motives and Consequences. A Review of Research Presented at the 
1999 International Napoleonic Society Congress in Israel.” Napoleon and the French in Egypt and 
the Holy Land 1798-1801: Articles Presented at the 2nd International Congress of International 
Studies, Israel, July 4-11, 1999, 281-287. Aryeh Shmuelevitz, Editor; Mordechai Gichon, J. David 
Markham, David Mendelson, Editorial Board. Produced by the Israeli Society for Napoleonic 
Research and the International Napoleonic Society. Istanbul: The Isis Press, 2002. 

“Following in the Footsteps of Glory: Stendhal's Napoleonic Career.” Georgian Journal on 
Napoleonic History: International Magazine of the Napoleonic Society of Georgia [former Soviet 
Union]. Translations in Georgian [39–46],English [107–113] and Russian [114–120] of the article 
listed below.  I: January, 2000. 

Review of In the Service of the Tsar Against Napoleon: The Memoirs of Denis Davidov, 1806–
1814, by Gregory Troubetzkoy. In Georgian Journal on Napoleonic History in English (136–
137), and Georgian (73–74); Napoleon, 16 (Summer 2000), 43–44+. 

“Wellington’s Lost Soldiers: British Prisoners of War.”  The Journal of the Royal United Services 
Institute for Defence Studies. (United Kingdom)  Part One: 144: 6, December, 1999, 83–89. Part 
Two:  145: 1, February, 2000, 84–91. Based on the paper delivered to the Wellington Congress in 
1998. 

“The Revolution, Napoleon, and Education,” Consortium on Revolutionary Europe: Selected 
Papers, 1999, 436-445. Paper presented in Charleston, 
South Carolina, February, 1999. 

“Promoting Napoleon: Early Contributors to the Career 
of the Emperor,” L’Europa Scopre Napoleone 1793–
1804: Congresso Internazionale Napoleonico, Cittadella 
di Alessandria, 21–26 giugno 1997[Europe Discovers 
Napoleon 1793–1804:  International Napoleonic 
Congress, Citadel of Alessandria, 21–26 June, 1997]. 2v. 
Alessandria: Edizioni dell’Orso, 1999. I, 112–123. 
Translated into Italian as “Gli uomini che favorirono 
l’inizio della carriera napoleonica,” I, 125–135. 
Proceedings of the first INS congress.  Includes a 
welcome in English and Italian by J. David Markham as 
INS Executive Vice-President. 

“Imperial Guests: Napoleon’s British Détenus,” The 
Waterloo Journal, 20 No. 3 (December 1998): 24-26. 

“Napoleon and the Romantic Poets,” Consortium on Revolutionary Europe: Selected Papers, 

AJACCIO MEDAL 
Ajaccio, Corsica, France  
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1998, 651–663. Paper presented in Tallahassee, March 1998. 

Review of Napoleon: A Biography By Frank McLynn, The Journal of the Royal United Services 
Institute for Defence Studies (Whitehall, London), 143 no. 3 (June 1998): 82–83. 

“To Bribe a Doctor:  Napoleon Bonaparte and James Verling on St. Helena,” Consortium on 
Revolutionary Europe: Selected Papers, 1997, 525-535. Paper presented in LSU Baton Rouge, 
February 1997. 

“Following in the Footsteps of Glory: Stendhal's Napoleonic Career,” Napoleonic Scholarship: 
the Journal of the International Napoleonic Society, 1 no. 1 (April 1977): 85–93. First appeared in 
Consortium on Revolutionary Europe: Selected Papers, 1994.  

“Napoleon’s Domestic Accomplishments: A Third Basis for Evaluation,” First Empire (England) 
35: (June/July, 1997), 4-5. 

“The Best Napoleonic Museums of Europe: The Museo de Risorgimento in Milan, Italy,” 
Napoleon 8 (April 1997): 43–45. 

“Prisoners and Writers: Napoleon’s British Captives and Their 
Stories,” Consortium on Revolutionary Europe: Selected Papers, 1996, 
121-134.  Paper presented in Savannah, February 1996. 

“Snuff Boxes: Fashionable, Practical, and a Popular Gift of the 
Period,” Napoleon 3 (May 1996): 44–47. 

“The Road to Glory: Napoleon’s March to Paris,” The Age of 
Napoleon (England), 20 (May 1996): 4-8. 

“The Best Napoleonic Museums of Europe: A Photographic Survey,” 
Napoleon 2 (March, 1996): 40-45. 

“Assassination at St Helena Revisited,” review of Ben Weider’s book has appeared in Georgian 
Journal on Napoleonic History (January, 2000) in Georgian (68–69) and English (138–139); 
Napoleon 1 (January 1996): 36-37; The Waterloo Journal (England) 17 3 (December 1995): 19-
22; First Empire (England), 26 (December 1995/January 1996): 12-13; and Bulletin (Napoleonic 
Society of America) 50 (Spring 1996): 29-30. 

“Enjoying the Sounds of a Remarkable Era: A Select List of Revolutionary and Napoleonic 
Music” Napoleon 1 (January, 1996), 40-42. 

“Napoleon’s Domestic Legacy,” The Waterloo Journal  (UK), 17 No. 3 (December 1995): 19-22. 

“Napoléon: arsenic et vieilles dentelles?” France-Amérique 1223 (November 1995): 18-24.  
Review (in French) of Ben Weider’s book Assassination at St. Helena Revisited. 

LANDTAG MEDAL 
Baden-Württenberg, Germany
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“The Die Is Now Cast: The Route Napoleon,” Consortium on 
Revolutionary Europe Selected Papers, 1995, 521-531. Paper 
presented in New Orleans 3/1995. 

“Mémoire d’un touriste. . . en Amérique?  Le voyage de Stendhal 
en Amérique,” trans. Soléne Aubert, Stendhal Club: Revue 
internationale d’études stendhaliennes 37 no. 146 (15 January 
1995): 149-151. 

“On the Road to Glory: Stendhal and Napoleon.” The Waterloo 
Journal (England), 16 No. 3 (December 1994): 9-11 

“Stendhal et Napoléon,” Études Napoléoniennes:  Revue 
Historique de La Société de Sauvegarde du Château Impérial de 
Pont-de-Briques et Centre d'études Napoléoniennes (France), IV 
(1994): 151-152. 

“Napoleon and the French Revolution,” Empires, Eagles and 
Lions (Chicago), 7 (August 1994): 26-32. 

“Following in the Footsteps of Glory:  Stendhal's Napoleonic 
Career,” Selected Papers of the Twenty-Fourth Consortium on Revolutionary Europe, 1994, 415-
425. Paper delivered in Huntsville, AL, March 1994. 

“Collecting and Preserving the Napoleonic Legend,” Proceedings of the Eight Annual Conference 
of the Napoleonic Society of America, (1993): 82-95. Paper presented at NSA Conference in San 
Francisco, October 1992. 

“Stendhal and Napoleon,” Bulletin (Napoleonic Society of America), 38 (April 1993): 12–13.  
Also in The Scabbard (Chicago) XXVII, no. 5 (September–October 1994): 20-21. 

“The Tuileries: From Glory to Disaster,” Bulletin (Napoleonic Society of America), 37 (January 
1993): 7. 

“In ‘Defense’ of Napoleon:  Napoleon's Domestic Legacy,” Proceedings of the Seventh Annual 
Conference of The Napoleonic Society of America, (1992): 87–98.  Keynote address given to the 
NSA conference at Providence, RI, 10/91. 

“Stendhal et Napoleon” trans. Michel Sarda, France-Amérique, no. 1063 (24-30 October 1992): 9. 

“Formative Moments for Napoleon,” Military History Magazine, 8 No. 4 (December 1991): 12+.  
Also in Bulletin (Napoleonic Society of America), 34 (April, 1992): 17-19, and The Scabbard 
(Chicago), XXVI no. 1 (January–February 1993): 13–15. 

“Napoleon's Marshals: An Annotated Bibliography,” Bulletin (Napoleonic Society of America), 
25 (December 1989): 6–8. 

 

 
BRONZE STAR 

Vietnam 
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OTHER ACTIVITIES  

Olympia World Affairs Council: President (2003 - 2005); Board of Directors (2002 - present). 
World Affairs Council of Arizona: Host and consultant to international guests. Board of Directors, 
1987–1990. 
Committee for the Bicentennial of the French Revolution: Vice-President for Public Relations 
(1988–1989).  Helped produce special events and historical exhibitions. 

 


